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Article info Abstract

This research aims to analyze the scientific-educational methodology of Imam Reza
Article type: (A.S.) in the process of establishing and consolidating belief in the hereafter (Ma’ad).
The primary issue of the research is the necessity of employing effective methods
for explaining and institutionalizing this doctrinal principle, considering its pivotal
. role in religious education and responding to contemporary doubts. The fundamental
Received: research questions are: What are the methods employed by Imam Reza (A.S.) for
8 January 2024 raising awareness and increasing knowledge regarding the explanation of the here-
after? How can his methods in the stage of establishing and consolidating this belief
be categorized? And what applications and implications do these methods have in
contemporary domains of propagation and education? This study, conducted with an
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8 April 2024 analytical approach using a library-based method and referencing primary narrative
and historical sources -including the debates and narrations of Imam Reza (A.S.)- has
Accepted: categorized the data using qualitative content analysis and an inductive approach
25 May 2024 into two main categories. The findings indicate that the methodological system of
Imam Reza (A.S.) can be analyzed along two main axes: “Raising Awareness and
Published: Increasing Knowledge” and “Establishing and Consolidating Belief.” In the first di-

29 November 2025 mension, methods such as innate (fitri) reasoning, rational proofs, and referencing
shared sources were emphasized. In the second dimension, methods such as stressing
the self-evidence of the hereafter through tangible examples, creating epistemologi-
cal challenges to incorrect beliefs, comparative analysis of different viewpoints, and
explaining otherworldly rewards and punishments were employed.Consequently, the
Razavi methodology, with its distinguishing characteristics such as a focus on in-
nate human disposition (fitrah), systematic rationality, methodological flexibility in
engaging diverse audiences, and simultaneous attention to cognitive and affective
dimensions, provides a comprehensive and practical model for explaining and estab-
lishing religious beliefs, particularly in confronting the intellectual and educational
challenges of the contemporary world.
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1. Introduction

Belief in the hereafter (ma’ad) is one of the fundamental principles of the Islamic
religion, playing a central role in religious education, ethical responsibility, and re-
sponding to intellectual doubts. However, in the contemporary era, challenges such
as materialism, relativism, and the proliferation of philosophical doubts have made
the consolidation of this belief difficult. Therefore, examining effective methods
for explaining and strengthening belief in the hereafter is an undeniable necessity.
This research, focusing on the scientific and educational conduct (sirah) of Imam
Reza (A.S.), investigates his methodology in consolidating belief in the hereaf-
ter. Imam Reza (A.S.), in an age of cultural interaction and the clash of ideas,
employed diverse and systematic methods to explain and solidify this doctrinal
principle. Studying these methods not only provides a deeper understanding of the
Razavi sirah but also offers a practical model for contemporary fields of propaga-
tion and education.

2. Research Objectives

This research is designed to extract, classify, and analyze the methods of Imam
Reza (A.S.) in consolidating belief in the hereafter. The main objectives are:

1. Identifying the methods of Imam Reza (A.S.) for raising awareness and increas-
ing knowledge in explaining the issue of the hereafter.

2. Analyzing the methods for establishing and consolidating belief in the hereafter
in his theological and educational conduct (sirah).

3. Presenting a systematic and practical model of these methods for utilization in
contemporary propagation activities and religious education.

Research Questions

1. What are the methods of Imam Reza (A.S.) for raising awareness and generating
knowledge in explaining the hereafter?

2. How can the methods for establishing and consolidating belief in the hereafter
in his sirah be categorized?

3. What applications and implications do these methods have for today’s fields of
propagation and education?

3. Methodology

This research is fundamental-applied in purpose and analytical in method. Data
were collected in a library-based manner through systematic note-taking from pri-
mary hadith and historical sources such as ‘Uyun Akhbar al-Rida and Al-Ihtijaj.
The statistical population includes all texts related to the sayings and debates of
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Imam Reza (A.S.) on the subject of the hereafter, selected through purposive sam-
pling.

For data analysis, the qualitative content analysis method with an inductive ap-
proach was used. After collecting and deeply studying the propositions, key con-
cepts were extracted and organized into two main categories: “Methods for Raising
Awareness” and “Methods for Consolidating Belief.” Validity and reliability of the
analysis were ensured through precise referencing of authoritative texts and re-
viewing the analysis stages.

4. Findings

Based on the analysis of the debates and narrations of Imam Reza (A.S.), his meth-
odology in consolidating belief in the hereafter can be categorized into two main
axes:

4-1. Methods Based on Raising Awareness and Increasing Knowledge

These methods are aimed at creating correct understanding and responding to
doubts, and include the following:

- Invoking Human Disposition (Fitrah): Emphasizing the innate human inclination
towards survival and immortality as an indication of divine wisdom and the neces-
sity of the hereafter.

- Rational Arguments: Utilizing philosophical proofs such as the argument from
wisdom (negating the purposelessness of creation) and the argument from the tele-
ology of the universe to prove the hereafter.

- Relying on Common Sources: In debates with the People of the Book, referencing
the sacred scriptures accepted by the other party (Torah, Gospel, Psalms) to create
a ground for mutual understanding and persuasion.

- Historical Continuity of Belief in the Hereafter: Referring to the universality and
antiquity of belief in an afterlife among nations and religions as evidence for the
innate nature of this belief.

4-2. Methods Based on Establishing and Consolidating Belief

These methods aim to transform knowledge into heartfelt conviction and practical
commitment, and include:

- Emphasizing the Self-Evidence of the Hereafter with Tangible Examples: Using
natural analogies such as the revival of dead land after rain, or the miracles of
prophets in resurrecting the dead.

- Challenging Incorrect Beliefs: Fostering targeted questioning of opponents’ be-
liefs through arguments such as Pascal’s wager (the prudential argument).
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- Comparative Analysis of Viewpoints: Analyzing the similarities and differences
in the belief in the hereafter among monotheistic religions to demonstrate the depth
and coherence of the Islamic perspective.

- Explaining Otherworldly Rewards and Punishments: Depicting heavenly bless-
ings (such as eternal gardens, pure spouses, material and spiritual bounties) and the
torments of hell as motivation for practical adherence.

4-3. Key Characteristics of the Razavi Methodology

- Focus on Human Disposition (Fitrah): Relying on the shared human nature.

- Systematic Rationality: Employing logical and philosophical arguments.

- Methodological Flexibility: Adapting the method to the audience and using lan-
guage and sources acceptable to them.

- Simultaneous Attention to Cognitive and Affective Dimensions: Combining ratio-
nal arguments with encouragement and admonition.

5. Conclusion

This research demonstrates that the methodology of Imam Reza (A.S.) in consol-
idating belief in the hereafter is a comprehensive, systematic, and practical model
that operates in two stages: “Raising Awareness” and “Consolidating Belief.” These
methods were not only effective in his era but can also serve as a guiding light to-
day for propagators, educators, and designers of religious education programs.
Suggestions

1. Utilizing disposition-focused (fitri) and rational methods in designing contempo-
rary educational and propagation content.

2. Employing a comparative approach and interfaith dialogue based on shared be-
liefs.

3. Producing media content based on combined (cognitive-affective) methods for
greater impact.

4. Expanding similar research in the field of consolidating other religious beliefs by
modeling the sirah of the Infallibles (Peace be upon them).
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