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Scientific progress has always been a fundamental pillar of the authority
of Islamic civilization. The period of the Imamate of Imam Reza(A.S.)
constitutes a decisive juncture in the history of Islam, marked by the
confluence of diverse ideas and numerous intellectual challenges. The
central concern of this study is to identify the principles and strategies
of the model of scientific progress in the Razavi conduct (strah) and
its implications. Employing a descriptive-analytical method based on
qualitative content analysis of authoritative narrative and historical
sources, this research examines the scientific and practical conduct
of the Imam (A.S.). The findings demonstrate that the Razavi model
constitutes a “comprehensive system of civilizational knowledge
management” consisting of five interconnected pillars: linking leadership
with knowledge; institutionalizing free thought through the engineering
of rational debates; redefining the pursuit of knowledge as a form of
intellectual jihad (jihad); cultivating civilization-building elites; and
presenting a structured vision of the sciences. The central contribution
of the present research lies in uncovering the inner logic of this model.
By transforming political threats into civilizational opportunities, Imam
Reza(A.S.) created a scientific ecosystem in which knowledge production,
elite cultivation, and social cohesion are situated within an evolutionary
cycle. This model can serve as a roadmap for scientific policymaking in
.contemporary Islamic societies

Keywords: Imam Reza(A.S.), Scientific Conduct (Sirah), Islamic
Civilization, Free Thought, Intellectual Jihad (Jihad).

Reference: Mollazadeh Yamchi, Reza, & Hedayatzadeh, Mohammad Sadeq. (2026). An Examination of
the Role of Imam Reza (A.S.) in the Scientific Flourishing of Islamic Civilization. Imam Reza (A.S.) and
Contemporary Sciences, 3(10), 100-129.

Publisher: Imam Reza (A.S) International University
DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/ijs.2025.499997.1321

G eXoIEN




101...The Role of Imam Reza (A.S.) in the Scientific Flourishing of Islamic Civilization/ Reza Mollazadeh Yamchi. Mohammad Sadeq Hedayatzadeh

1. Introduction

Throughout history, the flourishing and power of civilizations have been inextricably
linked to scientific development. However, contemporary Muslim societies, despite
possessing a immense civilizational heritage, face a fundamental challenge: how can
they, based on their own identity and religious foundations, formulate an efficient,
indigenous, and sustainable model for scientific progress to liberate themselves from
stagnation, imitation, and scientific dependency on other civilizations? This necessity
demands a critical and purposeful re-reading of authentic Islamic sources to extract
a scientific roadmap rooted in the epistemological foundations of the faith. In this
context, the sirah (conduct) of the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.), as the concrete embodiment of the
teachings of the Noble Qur’an, represents the richest source for emulation. The era of
the Imamate of Imam Reza (A.S.), a decisive period marked by the convergence of
diverse ideas, the age of translation, and numerous intellectual challenges, provided
a unique opportunity to present a practical model for the strategic management of
science and civilization-building. This research seeks to fill a gap in previous studies,
which have often focused on the technical analysis of his debates or the socio-cultural
impacts of his presence in Iran, while neglecting to provide a comprehensive and
systematic model for scientific progress.

2. Research Objectives

The primary objective of this research is to analyze and elucidate the components,
strategic principles, and mechanisms of the model for scientific progress within the
strah of Imam Reza (A.S.), and to analyze its practical implications for macro-scientific
policymaking in contemporary societies. The main research question is: “What principles,
components, and strategies constitute the model for scientific progress in the sirah
of Imam Reza (A.S.), and how can this model serve as a roadmap for realizing a
monotheistic, science-centered society in today’s world?”

3. Methodology

This research employs a qualitative approach using a “descriptive-analytical” method.
Data collection was conducted through a “documentary-library”” method, and its statistical
population consists of historical texts and authoritative Shia hadith collections, focusing
on works such as ‘Uyiin Akhbar al-Reza (A.S.) and Bihar al-Anwar. The theoretical
framework of the research is based on an interdisciplinary and integrated approach
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resting on three pillars: “Religious Science,” the “Theory of Civilization-Building,”
and the conceptual model of “Scientific Governance.” In the data analysis phase, the
method of “qualitative content analysis” with an inductive approach was utilized;
that is, by coding and categorizing historical and narrative statements related to the
Imam’s scientific conduct, the main components of the scientific progress model
were identified and organized within a five-part framework.

4. Findings

The research findings indicate that the model for scientific progress in the sirah of
Imam Reza (A.S.), contrary to reductionist views, is a “‘comprehensive system for
the management of civilizational knowledge” composed of five interconnected and
dynamic pillars:

1.Linking Leadership (Ziyadah) with Science: The most fundamental pillar is the
inseparable bond between science and societal leadership. In this model, “science”
is presented as the basis of prophetic inheritance and the primary attribute of the
Imam. Ahadith such as “al-‘Ilmu imam al-‘amal” (Knowledge is the leader of action)

el

and “al-‘Ilmu sultan” (Knowledge is authority) establish science as the necessary
prerequisite for every social action and the source of true power, demonstrating that
scientific development in all dimensions of life depends on leadership grounded in
knowledge.

2.Institutionalizing Free-Thinking through the Engineering of Scientific Discourse:
Imam Reza (A.S.), by intelligently utilizing the format of debates, transformed this political
threat into a civilizational opportunity to institutionalize the culture of free-thinking.
The strategic principles of his debates, rooted in verse 125 of Sirat al-Nahl, include
inviting with “hikmah” (mastery of the sacred texts of religions), “maw‘izah hasanah”
(emphasizing fairness and ethics), and “mujadalah ahsan” (logical argumentation avoiding
disputation). The most indicative manifestation of this approach is his directive, “Fal-yas’al
ghayra muhtashim” (Let anyone with a question ask without shame or shyness), which
created a safe and open environment for critique and thought. This model demonstrates
that knowledge production thrives in the context of the clash of ideas, focuses on
fundamental issues like monotheism (tawhid) and impeccability (‘ismah), and avoids
politicization, thereby eliminating the afflictions of a scientific discourse.
3.Redefining the Pursuit of Knowledge as Scientific Jihad: Imam Reza (A.S.)
elevated the pursuit of knowledge from a personal activity to a form of jihad
and a religious and social duty. According to Qur’anic teachings, “commitment”
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(ta‘ahhud) and “specialization” (takhassus) are the two wings of this jihad. Ridaw1
ahadith, by likening knowledge to “treasures” and questioning to their “keys,” and
emphasizing that a Muslim never tires of seeking knowledge, guarantee the dynamism
and continuity of this jihad.

4.Civilization-Building Nurturing of Elites (Nukhbah-parwari): The key strategy
for ensuring the sustainability of the scientific current is the purposeful training of
elites who are the preservers of thought and the guardians of the Prophetic tradition.
A clear example of this approach is the figure of Zakariyya ibn Adam, whom the
Imam designated as “al-Ma’miin ‘ala al-din wa al-dunya” (the Trustworthy in re-
ligion and worldly affairs). This designation indicates that the RidawT model of
an elite is not a one-dimensional figure, but a scholar who possesses authority in
religious matters and the ability to manage the worldly and livelihood affairs of the
community. Scientific deliberation with such elites is also presented as a superior
form of worship.

5.Epistemic System-Building and a Structural View of the Sciences: The success
of the scientific movement, in addition to elites, depends on elevating the status of
science and the scholar in public belief. Through statements like “Ktint durratan
wa la taktin ruwata hadith” (Be scholars who penetrate deeply into knowledge, not
mere narrators of hadith), the Imam shifts the criterion of value from the quantity
of transmission to the quality of understanding and discernment. The culmination
of this system-building is the strategy: “‘Alayna ilqa’ al-usiil wa ‘alaykum al-tafri**
(It is upon us to lay down the principles, and upon you to derive the ramifications).
This principle outlines an “engineering of the knowledge production system” in
which the authority for deriving general principles rests with the Infallible Imam,
while the task of expansion, application, and innovation lies with committed specialists.
This structural approach, by directing, authenticating, and dynamizing the knowledge
production process, prevents epistemological chaos and transforms science into a
factor of social cohesion.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

The central achievement of this research is the discovery of the internal logic governing
the five pillars of the Ridawl model. By transforming political threats (the forced
debates of Ma’miin) into civilizational opportunities, Imam Reza (A.S.) created a
dynamic “scientific ecosystem” in which knowledge production, elite training, social
cohesion, and spiritual elevation operate within an evolutionary and synergistic cycle.
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While confirming the findings of previous research on debate methodology, this
model goes a step further, presenting debates not merely as a polemical tool but as a
“civilizational institution” for knowledge production. The innovation of this research
lies in the “synthesis” and “macro-architecture” of the scattered components within
the sirah of Imam Reza (A.S.), presenting them as a coherent and strategic model.
For future research, conducting comparative studies between this model and other
civilizational schools of thought is recommended, as well as applied research aimed
at operationalizing this model in macro-scientific policies and designing .executive
mechanisms for free-thinking forums (kurstha-yi azad-andishi) based on the Ridaw1
model.
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