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Article info Abstract

The concept of “meaning in life” has consistently been one of the most

Article typ e.' profound and enduring concerns of human beings throughout history. In
Research Article e complex and fast-paced contemporary world, with the ever increasing

spread of identity and spiritual crises, positive psychology has sought to
Received: significantly contribute to enhancing psychological well-being and imbuing
23 June 2025 human life with meaning by focusing on key concepts such as hope, inner

satisfaction, existential purposefulness, and the flourishing of human
capabilities. On the other hand, the rich and edifying teachings of Islam,
particularly the illuminating teachings of Imam Reza (A.S.), offer a clear,
28 August 2025 Jogical, and practical path for explicating the ultimate purpose and meaning
of life based on components such as sincere servitude (‘ubtidiyyah), true
Accepted: knowledge (marifah), selfless service to God’s creation, and the attainment
2 October 2025 of Divine pleasure. Employing a descriptive-analytical approach, this article
undertakes a comparative and in-depth re-examination of the meaning of life
from the perspective of positive psychology in direct comparison and contrast
with Imam Rida’s teachings. Through a meticulous analysis of the content of
select traditions and invaluable statements of Imam Reza (A.S.) and their
systematic comparison with the foundational theories and concepts of positive
psychology, the authors clearly demonstrate the existence of a remarkable,
meaningful, and constructive synergy between these two authentic and
valuable sources in the domains of meaning, hope, value-centeredness, and
self-actualization. The research findings indicate that the simultaneous,
balanced, and judicious utilization of authentic religious sources and modern
psychological knowledge can provide a comprehensive, balanced, practical,
and exceptionally effective approach to imbuing meaning into the perilous
.and bewildered life of contemporary humanity
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1. Introduction

The concept of “meaning in life” has consistently been, as one of the most
fundamental existential concerns of humanity, the focal point of attention for
thinkers, philosophers, and mystics throughout history. Beyond material needs,
human beings require a profound understanding of the reason for living, their role
in the world, the manner of confronting suffering, and the ultimate destination of
existence-a need today referred to as the search for meaning. In the complex and
fast-paced contemporary world, the proliferation of identity and spiritual crises,
feelings of emptiness, hopelessness, and existential anxieties have rendered
the necessity of rethinking this concept more apparent than ever. Amidst this,
two powerful intellectual systems exist to address this crisis. On the one hand,
positive psychology, as a novel branch of psychological science, moving beyond
pathology-oriented approaches, has focused on the study of human strengths, virtues,
and the cultivation of positive capacities such as hope, purposefulness, and
meaning to achieve lasting well-being and a flourishing life. On the other hand,
rich religious traditions, particularly the edifying teachings of the Ahl al-Bayt
(A.S.), have consistently delineated a complete model of a meaningful life through
concepts such as servitude (‘ubtidiyyah), knowledge (ma ‘rifah), service to creation,
and the attainment of Divine pleasure. Recognizing the existing research gap in
the systematic comparison of these two domains, particularly concerning the
teachings of Imam Reza (A.S.), this article undertakes a comparative and in-depth
re-examination of meaning in life from these two perspectives.

2. Research Objectives

The primary objective of this research is to comparatively re-examine and analyze
the concept of “meaning in life” from the perspective of positive psychology
(drawing upon the views of Viktor Frankl and Martin Seligman) and the illuminating
teachings of Imam Reza (A.S.). In line with this objective, the article seeks to answer
the following fundamental questions: What are the principal and foundational
components shaping meaning in life within each of these two intellectual systems?
What points of convergence, similarities, and structural differences exist between
these two approaches in explaining the source, ultimate purpose, and manner
of attaining meaning, particularly in confronting suffering and hardship? And
finally, how can an intelligent utilization of the complementary capacities of
these two valuable sources formulate and present a comprehensive, balanced, and
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effective approach to imbuing meaning into the bewildered and crisis-ridden life
of contemporary humanity and enhancing their psycho-spiritual health? By posing
these questions, this research seeks to foster an interdisciplinary dialogue and a
constructive synergy between modern scientific findings and profound religious
teachings.

3. Methodology

This research, in terms of its purpose, falls under the category of fundamental
applied research, and in terms of its nature and method, it is a descriptive-analytical
study with a comparative approach. The theoretical framework of the article
is a synthesis of the foundational theories of positive psychology, particularly
Frankl’s logotherapy and Seligman’s PERMA model of well-being, and the
epistemic-doctrinal foundations of the teachings of Imam Reza (A.S.), including
the concepts of monotheism (tawhid), servitude (‘ubtidiyyah), faith (iman), patience
(sabr), contentment (Reza), and trust in God (tawakkul). The research data were
collected using a library-documentary method and thematic-analytical note-taking.
The primary sources for this study consist of, on the one hand, the written works
of positive psychology, and on the other hand, authoritative Shi’i hadith collections
such as ‘Uytin Akhbar al-Reza, Tuhaf al-‘Uqul, Wasa'il al-Shi‘ah, Bihar al-Anwar,
and Al-Kafi. Data analysis was conducted using the qualitative content analysis
method; thus, the relevant texts were extracted, coded, and classified into
principal categories (purpose, coherence, significance, hope, faith, patience, and
confrontation with suffering), and then the concepts derived from the two systems
were compared with one another along these axes. The research population includes
all texts related to the subject, and sampling was conducted purposively based on
theoretical saturation.

4. Findings

The findings of this comparative research indicate remarkable and meaningful
synergies between positive psychology and Razavi teachings in conceptualizing
“meaning in life,” which are manifested in several key axes. First, both systems
emphasize the intrinsic value of meaning for mental health and a flourishing life.
Frankl considers the absence of meaning the source of the existential vacuum,
and Imam Reza (A.S.), in the Hadith of the Golden Chain (Silsilat al-Dhahab),
introduces monotheism and the recognition of Divine Lordship as the secure
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fortress of meaning. Moreover, the hadith “May God have mercy upon the one
who revives our cause” (rahima Allahu mra’an ahya amrana), by emphasizing
the learning and teaching of Divine teachings, is inferred as one of the most
fundamental messages for the value of meaning and a flourishing life. Second,
purposefulness, hope, and faith are shared as structural pillars of meaning in both
perspectives. In positive psychology, hope is the driver of survival, and faith (in the
general sense of belief in a higher purpose) is a vital element. This theme is clearly
observed in the hadith “The best of servants” (khiyar al-‘ibad), which describes the
characteristics of chosen servants, where purposefulness in action (gratitude and
benevolence), hope in facing error (seeking forgiveness) and hardship (patience),
and faith in God in controlling anger (forgiveness) are delineated as the pillars of a
meaningful life. Likewise, the hadith “A servant does not perfect the reality of faith
until...” (la yastakmilu ‘abdun haqiqata al-Tman hatta...), by outlining the triad of
“understanding religion, excellence in managing one’s livelihood, and patience in
calamities,” directly aligns with the components of meaning, purposefulness, and
hope in the PERMA model.

The third and most significant point of convergence is the transformation of
suffering into an opportunity for transcendence and growth. Frankl, by proposing
the concept of “tragic optimism,” considers suffering a ground for meaning. Razavi
teachings, with a more transcendent approach, introduce suffering and illness not
as undesirable, but as a source of “purification and mercy” for the believer (hadith:
“Illness for the believer is purification and mercy” - al-marad lil-mu’'min tathir wa
rahmah), a sign of Divine love (“Whomever God loves, He afflicts him” - man
ahabba Allahu ‘abdan ibtalahu), and a path to attaining the station of “election and
selection” (ijtiba’ wa istifa’). In this view, patience is not passivity but an active,
selective, meaning-based resistance against hardships. These findings reveal that
both approaches, beyond their differences in foundations (empirical humanism
versus belief in revelation), possess the capacity for dialogue and mutual completion
in responding to the existential needs of human beings to make suffering meaningful
and achieve a flourishing life.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

This comparative study concludes that positive psychology and Razavi teachings,
despite fundamental differences in epistemological source and teleology, possess
extraordinary complementary capacities for imbuing meaning into the life of
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contemporary humanity. Positive psychology, by relying on empirical data,
assessment tools, and a focus on worldly well-being and individual flourishing,
offers useful operational structures but at times encounters limitations in explaining
the meaning of profound suffering and the ultimate purpose of existence. In contrast,
Razavi teachings, by grounding meaning in the existential bond between the human
being and God, faith in the unseen, and the lofty goal of Divine proximity, provide
a profound and comprehensive response to these limitations and offer a more
coherent structure for meaning wherein even death and suffering become justifiable
and transcendent.

Based on this, the article presents three strategic recommendations: first, the
necessity of strengthening interdisciplinary dialogue between modern humanities
and Islamic teachings to create an indigenous human science responsive to the
cultural and spiritual needs of society. Second, utilizing the conceptual depth of
Razavi teachings to enhance psychological understanding of meaning, particularly
in challenging domains such as the meaning of suffering and death. Third, and
most importantly, designing integrated mental and spiritual health programs based
on the intelligent synthesis of the capacities of positive psychology (resilience,
happiness, meaning-seeking) with Razavi wisdom (faith, trust in God, contentment,
and otherworldly purposefulness)-an approach that can lead to the creation of a
coherent, ethics-centered, and spiritual care system that targets both the psycholog-
ical well-being and the spiritual and existential transcendence of the human being.
Keywords: Positive Psychology, Meaning in Life, Razavi Teachings, Mental
Health, Faith, Spirituality.
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1.Introduction

Debate, as an ancient method for discovering and imparting truths, held a special
place in the Strah of the Infallible Imams (A.S.), and the era of Imam Reza (A.S.),
owing to the formation of the translation movement and al-Ma 'miin al-'AbbasT’s
patronage of scholarly assemblies, is considered a turning point in this regard.
Nevertheless, the mere existence of a dialogue-based structure does not guarantee
fruitfulness or the attainment of truth. The fundamental problem of this research is
why, in similar debates of Imam Reza (A.S.) with the leaders of various religions
and sects, divergent results were obtained-why some, like ‘Imran al-Sabi’1, attained
the truth while others remained trapped in obstinacy and intellectual stagnation.
The necessity of this investigation arises from the gap in domestic research, which,
despite the importance of moral and religious education, has not yet analyzed the
Razavi debates through the lens of “virtue epistemology” as a novel approach in
analytic philosophy. By filling this gap, this article seeks to extract an ethical model
for dialogue and debate based on the Razavi Sirah, demonstrating that success in
an intellectual encounter depends not merely on the power of logic and reasoning
but on the adornment of both parties with intellectual virtues and their purification
from intellectual vices.

2.Research Objectives

Thisresearchis structured around the central question: “Whatis therole of intellectual
virtues and vices in the interlocutors of the debates with Imam Reza(A.S.)?” In
pursuit of answering this question, the study follows three fundamental objectives:
first, identifying and explicating the instances of intellectual virtues (such as
truth-seeking, open-mindedness, and intellectual courage) and intellectual vices
(such as dogmatism, intellectual arrogance, and intellectual dependence) in the
behavior and speech of the participants in the Imam’s debates. Second, analyzing
the role of these virtues and vices in the process of attaining or failing to attain true
knowledge and understanding the reasons for the individuals’ failure or success
in the face of the Imam’s (A.S.) proofs. And finally, inferring and presenting an
ethical and practical model for correct and fruitful debate, grounded in the teachings
derived from the practical Strah and discursive logic of Imam Reza(A.S.), so as to
extract the principles of ethics-centered dialogue for application in contemporary
educational and social systems.
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3.Methodology

This study is a fundamental research project with a qualitative approach, employing
the “descriptive-analytical” method. The theoretical framework governing the
analysis is the “responsibilist” approach in virtue epistemology-an approach that,
instead of focusing solely on the formal properties of beliefs, emphasizes the
character, motivation, and personality traits of the “epistemic agent” (the believing
individual) and considers justified true belief not as the product of a merely reliable
cognitive process, but as the result of the voluntary and conscious exercise of
intellectual virtues by the knowing subject. Within this framework, an intellectual
virtue is a stable character trait with motivational, affective, competence-based,
and judgmental dimensions that directs the agent toward epistemic goods (truth,
understanding, and wisdom).

The research data were collected through documentary and library study, with
direct reference to authentic narrative and historical sources, particularly Shaykh
al-Sadiiq’s ‘Uytn Akhbar al-Reza (A.S.). Data analysis was conducted at two
consecutive levels: at the first level, the historical accounts of the Imam’s (A.S.)
debates with figures such as the Christian Catholicos (Jathaliq), the Jewish Exilarch
(Ra’s al-Jaltit), Sulayman al-Marwazi, and ‘Imran al-Sabi’'t were meticulously
described and compared; at the second level, the positions, questions, answers, and
resistances of each interlocutor were assessed against the criteria of the components
of virtue epistemology, so that by identifying the binary oppositions of virtue and
vice, the ethical model of debate could be extracted.

4.Findings

The research findings reveal a stark contrast between two groups of interlocutors. On
one hand, ‘Imran al-Sabi 1, as an exemplar of a virtuous epistemic agent, exhibited
nearly all the central intellectual virtues. He spoke with exemplary “curiosity”” and
perseverance about his long journeys to find answers to fundamental monotheistic
questions. His “open-mindedness” in sincerely accepting Imam Reza (A.S.)view and
lack of prejudice toward his prior beliefs, along with his “intellectual independence”
that distanced him from stubborn dogmatism, was evident. The pinnacle of his vir-
tue was crystallized in his “intellectual humility and courage,” where, in an assem-
bly filled with defeated religious leaders, he dared to pose questions and, after hear-
ing decisive arguments, courageously acknowledged the invalidity of his previous
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viewpoint and embraced Islam. In contrast, the other interlocutors-namely the Chris-
tian Catholicos, the Jewish Exilarch, and Sulayman al-Marwazi-were immersed in
intellectual vices. “Dogmatism” and prejudice were apparent in the Catholicos’
admission that, despite his inner inclination, he would submit to the Biblical rea-
soning, and in the Exilarch’s feigned ignorance in disregarding the miracles of Je-
sus (A.S.). The “intellectual arrogance” of the Exilarch in his repeated fallacies and
avoidance of accepting the truth, and the “intellectual dismissiveness” of Sulayman
al-Marwaz1 in persistently repeating a false proposition, demonstrated their lack of
motivation for truth-seeking. Moreover, “intellectual dependence” and “intellectual
conformity,” as two macro-level vices, were manifested in their compliance with
al-Ma’'miin’s command to debate-not with the motive of discovering truth, but with
the aim of defeating the Imam (A.S.)and gaining the Caliph’s approval. Conse-
quently, due to the absence of intellectual virtues, this group perceived the debate
not as a process for seeking truth but as an arena for wrangling and overcoming an
adversary, and their ultimate surrender was not out of awareness and inner transfor-
mation but out of helplessness before the Imam’s (A.S.)decisive proof.

5.Conclusion and Recommendations

The present study arrives at the fundamental conclusion that the fruitfulness of
a debate is contingent not merely upon the power of logical argumentation but,
more significantly, upon the adornment of both parties with intellectual virtues,
particularly “truth-seeking” and “fairness.” The Razavi Sirah demonstrates that
an ethics-centered debate is a bidirectional process for critical understanding,
enhancing self-awareness, and assisting the interlocutor in gaining a clearer view
of the truth, wherein the aim is not to silence the opponent but to affirm the truthful
word from whichever speaker it may come. These results bear important practical
implications for today’s society, which faces serious challenges in the sphere of
dialogue.

Since intellectual virtues, contrary to common perception, are acquirable and
teachable, the article presents three categories of strategic recommendations:

1.In the formal education system: indirectly incorporating the components of virtue
epistemology through dialogue skills workshops, ethics-oriented free-thinking
forums, in-service teacher training courses, and the revision of courses such as
“The Ethics of Life” to cultivate virtues like intellectual humility and intellectual
courage in students.
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2. In the informal educational system: encouraging professors and teachers to
serve as intellectual role models through active listening, acknowledging scholarly
error, and promoting a questioning approach instead of one-way transmission
of information.

3. In the social and media sphere: producing artistic, dramatic, and media content
aimed at simply and comprehensibly explicating intellectual virtues and vices to
the general public, with the aim of transforming public attitudes and promoting
a culture of dialogue based on fairness, which is itself a necessary prelude to the
realization of a more ethical and wiser society.

Keywords: Imam Reza(A.S.), Virtue Epistemology, Intellectual Virtues, Intellectual
Vices, Debate, Moral Education, Truth-Seeking.
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The Holy Quran is the foundational source of Islamic teachings, and
the Infallible Imams (A.S.), as its true exegetes, must necessarily be
the objective embodiment of the revealed teachings. However, the
manner of the “practical manifestation” of the Quran in the Strah of
Imam Reza(A.S.) has rarely been subjected to systematic analysis.
Employing a descriptive-analytical approach and drawing upon the
theoretical framework of “the objective embodiment of the Holy Quran
in the conduct of the Infallible (A.S.),” this study undertakes a qualitative
content analysis of authentic narrative sources and addresses the question
of how the Quran was crystallized in the devotional, ethical, and social
dimensions of the Imam’s life. The findings reveal that the Razavi Strah
constitutes an integrated system of Quranic lifestyle. In the devotional
dimension, commitment to performing prayers at their earliest times,
steadfastness in night prayers (salat al-layl), and constant communion
with recitation accompanied by contemplation (tadabbur) transformed
worship into the regulatory axis of life. In the ethical dimension, “the
honoring of human beings,” irrespective of social standing, nationality,
or religion, is manifested in the etiquette of presence, the avoidance
of derogatory epithets, and respect toward subordinates. In the social
dimension, “justice-orientedness and accountability” are crystallized in
generous, concealed charitable giving (infaq), transparency in workers’
rights, respect for the financial rights of non-Muslims, and speaking truth
to power. Consequently, the Sirah of Imam Reza (A.S.) constitutes a
practical and coherent model of Quranic lifestyle for the contemporary
world.

Keywords: Imam Reza (A.S.), Individual Conduct (Sirah), Social
Conduct (Strah), Education, Lifestyle.

Reference: Yousefi, Ali Zafar. (2026). The Manifestation of the Quran in the Conduct and Behavior of Imam
Reza (A.S.). Imam Reza (A.S.) and Contemporary Sciences, 4(11), 60-87.

Publisher: Imam Reza (A.S.) International University

DOI: https://doi.org/10.22034/ijs.2026.430347.1272

G eXoIEN




......................................................... The Manifestation of the Quran in the Sirah of Imam Reza (A.S.) / Ali Zafar Yousefi

1.Introduction

The Holy Quran, as the most fundamental source of Islamic teachings, is the
book of guidance for humanity towards perfection, and according to the widely
transmitted Hadith al-Thaqalayn, the Infallible Imams (A.S.) are the “counterpart
of the Quran” (‘adl al-Qur’an) and its true exegetes. This eternal parity necessitates
something beyond the mere verbal explication of the Quran; namely, the conduct
and behavior of the Infallible Imams must constitute the embodiment and the
objective, practical reflection of the revealed teachings. However, a systematic
review of the research background reveals that most existing works on the
relationship between the Quran and the Strah of Imam Reza (A.S.) either adopt a
purely exegetical and theological approach or confine themselves to mentioning
virtues and historical accounts. The absence of an analytical study that, employing
the theoretical framework of “manifestation” (tajallf) and a comparative approach,
seeks to uncover the governing system of the Razavi Sirah in the devotional, ethical,
and social domains is clearly palpable. This scholarly gap, in an era where, with the
prevalence of materialistic cultures, the Quran has been forsaken and the Sunnah
of the Imams abandoned, redoubles the necessity of returning to the Strah of the
religious luminaries and extracting a practical model from their lifestyle.

2. Research Objectives

The present study seeks to answer the central question of how and in what
dimensions the Holy Quran was objectively manifested in the devotional, ethical,
and social conduct (Sirah) of Imam Reza (A.S.). The ultimate goal of this research
is to uncover the integrated system governing the Razavi Sirah as a “Quranic
lifestyle” and to present a practical and coherent model for the contemporary world.
This objective is pursued through the analytical comparison of Quranic verses with
the behavioral exemplars of the Imam (A.S.) and the identification of the principles
governing this correspondence.

3. Methodology

This research was conducted using a descriptive-analytical approach and the method
of qualitative content analysis. The research sources rest on two foundational
categories: first, the verses of the Holy Quran as the theoretical foundation, and
second, authentic narrative, historical, and exegetical sources of both Shi’a and
Sunni traditions, with a focus on the book ‘Uytin Akhbar Reza by Shaykh al-Sadug.
The selection of sources from both denominations was undertaken with the aim
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of strengthening the inter-denominational validity of the findings. The theoretical
framework of this research is built upon the concept of “the objective embodiment
of the Quran in the conduct of the Infallible,” according to which “manifestation”
(tajalli) is defined as the discovery of a systematic pattern wherein the Imam’s
behaviors actualize the governing spirit of the Divine verses. The analytical process
was designed and executed in three steps: extracting exemplars of the Sirah,
identifying their Quranic foundations, and finally, the analytical comparison of
verse and Sirah to uncover the principles governing the Quranic lifestyle model.

4. Findings

The research findings explicate the Razavi Sirah as an integrated Quranic system
across three domains.

1. In the devotional domain, “the primacy of the Divine will” was manifested in
the unwavering commitment to performing prayers at their earliest time, such that
the Imam did not delay prayer even while traveling and despite the suggestions
of his companions. “Perpetual spiritual wayfaring” was crystallized in the tireless
perseverance in night prayers (salat al-layl) even under the most difficult political
circumstances of the journey to Marw, and “Quran-centered intimacy” was
manifested in the frequent completion of the Quran recitation accompanied by
contemplation (tadabbur) rather than mere recitation. Furthermore, adherence to
the explicit texts of the Quran regarding shortening prayers (qasr) and breaking the
fast for the traveler demonstrated the Imam’s pure devotion to the Divine command.
2. In the ethical domain, the axis of interactions was “the honoring of the essence of
humanity” based on his dignity as God’s vicegerent (khalifat Allah). This principle
was manifested in the etiquette of presence (not stretching out one’s legs, not
interrupting others’ speech), respect for subordinates (eating together with servants
and rejecting any racial or class superiority by citing verse 13 of Suirat al-Hujurat),
visiting the sick, and emotional intimacy with the family. A salient point was the
absolute avoidance of derogatory epithets, to the extent that the Imam did not
consider even the notoriety of a disliked nickname (such as Abt al-‘Atahiyah) as a
license for its use and emphasized mentioning the individual’s original name.

3. In the social domain, “justice-orientedness and accountability” was the
principal characteristic. In economics, this characteristic was manifested in
concealed charitable giving to fully preserve the dignity of the needy and
determining the worker’s wage before the commencement of work. In the realm
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of rights, respect for the financial rights of non-Muslims, even with the directive
to repay the entitlements of Zoroastrian paupers from the Muslim treasury (bayt
al-mal), was a prominent example. In the scholarly and political arena, “the best
disputation” (jidal ahsan) with the scholars of other religions and the “jihad of
clarification” (jihad al-tabyin) in openly speaking truth to the corrupt power of
al-Ma’miin, including the Imam’s historic response regarding the illegitimacy of
the transfer of the caliphate, constitute the pinnacles of his social Sirah.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

This research concludes that the Strah of Imam Reza (A.S.) is a practical and coherent
model of a Quranic lifestyle in which worship, ethics, and social responsibility form
an unbreakable bond. The theoretical contribution of this research is the formulation
of this Sirah at three levels: “Quran-centered insight” (profound understanding
of the verses), “ethics-oriented character” (honoring all human beings), and
“justice-expanding action” (social accountability). This three-level model can also
serve as a framework for analyzing the Sirah of the other Imams (A.S.). For the
contemporary world, which grapples with a crisis of spirituality and the prevalence
of a materialistic lifestyle, the Razavi Sirah demonstrates that a systematic return
to the Quran and the practical Sunnah of the Infallibles can offer solutions to
educational and social dilemmas. To complement this field, it is recommended that
future research apply this model to the analysis of the Sirah of the other Imams
(A.S.) and independently and extensively examine other dimensions of the Quran’s
manifestation, such as the educational and political domains.

Keywords: Imam Reza (A.S.), Razavi Strah, Manifestation of the Quran, Islamic
Lifestyle, Social Justice, Quranic Servitude.
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1.Introduction

The family, as the most fundamental and primary social institution, plays an
irreplaceable role in shaping the value system, culture, and behavioral patterns
of the future generation. One of the most vital arenas of this role is the domain
of “economics,” which-whether at the micro level (livelihood management) or
the macro level (national development)-is directly influenced by the values and
behaviors institutionalized within the family. Among authentic Islamic sources,
“Razavi culture,” derived from the scholarly and practical Sirah of Imam Reza
(A.S.), presents a rich and systematic body of sound teachings on a healthy and
dynamic economy for humanity. However, a review of the research background
reveals that existing studies have either focused on the macroeconomic dimensions
of the Razavi Strah or addressed the topic of education without an economic
approach; none have specifically examined the intersection of “the role of the
family” and “economic education” based on the teachings of Imam Reza (A.S.).
This scholarly gap underscores the necessity of conducting integrated research that
analyzes the family as the primary nexus of economic enculturation and education
inspired by Razavi teachings.

2. Research Objectives

Aiming to fill this scholarly gap, the present study seeks to answer the following
fundamental question: According to the teachings of Imam Reza (A.S.), what
position does the family hold in economic education, and what are its most important
practical strategies for realizing a healthy and dynamic economy? Through a
systematic analysis of Razavi narrations and Sirah, this research endeavors to
delineate the pivotal position of the family as the nexus of economic enculturation
while extracting affirmative, prohibitive, and social educational mechanisms for
institutionalizing an “economic lifestyle” grounded in Islamic values.

3. Methodology

Thisresearchis fundamental-applied in terms ofits purpose and descriptive-analytical
in terms of its nature, employing a library-based method. Its descriptive approach
is directed toward identifying, collecting, and classifying the economic teachings
of Imam Reza (A.S.) from authentic narrative sources such as ‘Uyiin Akhbar
al-Reza (A.S.), Al-Kafi, and Bihar al-Anwar, while its analytical approach
focuses on the qualitative content analysis of these teachings and explicating their
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relationship with the concepts of “the family as an educational institution” and
“economic education.” The theoretical framework of the research is a synthesis

9 ¢

of three concepts: “the family as a cultural-educational institution,” “economic
education based on religious teachings,” and “Razavi culture as a source of content
and model,” which together form an analytical matrix for examining the problem.
The data analysis process was conducted in five steps: collecting relevant hadiths,
thematic categorization, qualitative content analysis to uncover educational
implications, comparison with theoretical concepts, and concluding and presenting

strategies.

4. Findings

The research findings demonstrate that in Razavi culture, the family is “the
primary and strategic nexus of economic enculturation.” This institution, through
its educational mission, is obligated, beyond meeting material needs, to transmit
values such as the sanctity of work and production, the blessing of lawful (halal)
sustenance, financial discipline, contentment (qana‘ah), and the spirit of charitable
giving (infaq) to the next generation through “practical education” and “behavioral
modeling.” The strategies derived from Razavi teachings can be formulated in three
domains:

1. Affirmative Strategies (Enculturation of Work, Production, and Planning): The
analysis of narrations revealed that striving to earn lawful sustenance and providing
for one’s family is considered an act of worship superior to jihad in the way of God,
and God loves the believer who has a profession. The family must institutionalize
a spirit of responsibility, work, and financial planning by practically involving
children in economic activities (such as teaching charity with the child’s own hand)
and teaching the skill of “excellence in estimating one’s livelihood” (husn al-taqdir
f1 al-ma ‘Tshah), which, in the words of Imam Reza(A.S.), is among the signs of the
perfection of faith.

2.Prohibitive  Strategies (Rejection of Wastefulness, Extravagance, and
Consumption of Contraband Goods): A significant part of economic education is
directed toward “economic discipline” and avoiding afflictions such as wastefulness
(israf), squandering (tabdhir), and the consumption of unnecessary and contraband
goods. By calling for moderation in both poverty and wealth and sternly warning
against “the squandering of wealth” (ida‘at al-mal), Imam Reza(A.S.) summons
the family to a moderation-centered system. The institutionalization of a culture
of contentment and dignified simple living serves as a barrier against the waste of
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resources, capital flight from the country, and the cultural consequences of foreign
economic invasion.

3.Social Strategies (Promotion of Charitable Giving, Interest-Free Loans, and
Targeted Support): In Razavi culture, the family bears a responsibility beyond
itself and, as an “altruistic social agent,” plays a role in eradicating poverty and
reducing class disparities. A strategic finding is that Imam Reza (A.S.) prioritizes
“empowerment” over “temporary assistance,” just as he introduces “aiding a
disabled person” as superior to charity (sadagah). Moreover, the special emphasis on
the superiority of interest-free loans (qard al-hasan) over charity, due to preserving
the recipient’s dignity and the healthy circulation of wealth, provides an ethical and
dignity-centered mechanism for social solidarity.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

This research revealed that economic education in Razavi culture is a comprehensive,
balanced, and multidimensional system with the family at its center of gravity. The
ultimate aim of this system is the moral and spiritual elevation of the individual
and society in the light of a production-oriented and justice-based economy. By
acting upon these threefold strategies, the family can nurture a generation that is
“productive,” a “conscious and responsible consumer,” and “altruistic,” thereby
contributing to the realization of a dynamic economy within Islamic society.
Accordingly, it is recommended that cultural and economic policymakers assist
families in fulfilling this civilizational role by developing educational and media
programs based on these findings. Furthermore, future research may employ a
field-based approach to assess the degree of realization of these indicators within
Iranian families.

Keywords: Imam Reza(A.S.), Economic Education, Family, Razavi Culture,
Lawful (Halal) Sustenance, Contentment (Qana‘ah), Charitable Giving (Infaq).
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The panegyric (madihah) is considered one of the most influential literary
genres in religious mourning rituals and devotional praise. Given the
significance of religious panegyrics and elegies, extensive research has
been conducted on the thematic and rhetorical dimensions of such works in
Arabic and Persian literature. However, English poems composed in praise
of the Eighth Shi’i Imam (A.S.)have hitherto remained unexamined and
unanalyzed. The aim of the present study is a comparative analysis of the
themes and figures of speech in contemporary panegyrics to Imam Reza
(A.S.)in Arabic and English. This research was conducted using a qualitative
approach and a library-based method, with its statistical population
comprising Arabic and English poems in praise of Imam Reza (A.S.),
selected through purposive sampling from compositions of the last two
decades. The findings revealed that the two poetic traditions share common
themes such as the Imam’s oppression and the tyranny of al-Ma miin, the
nobility of his lineage, the ardent desire for pilgrimage, and the seeking
of intercession (shafa‘ah). However, Arabic poetry proves richer and more
detailed in representing the Imam’s moral and scholarly virtues. Rhetori-
cally, both traditions rely heavily on semantic figures of speech, with the
notable difference that English poetry employs modern techniques such as
paradox and synaesthesia. Overall, Arabic poetry, drawing upon narrative
sources, presents a historical and documented image of the Imam (A.S.),
while English poetry, through abstract and universal language, re-presents
the same themes for an audience beyond the boundaries of Shi’ism.
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1. Introduction

Panegyric composition (madihah), as one of the most influential literary genres
in religious praise and mourning rituals, particularly within the Shi’i tradition,
holds an exalted position. This literary genre is considered an effective instrument
for upholding the legitimacy of the Ahl al-Bayt (A.S.) and keeping their memory
and legacy alive. Despite the numerous studies conducted on the thematic and
rhetorical dimensions of religious panegyrics and elegies in Arabic and Persian
literature, a significant research gap exists: English poems composed in praise of
the Eighth Shi’i Imam, Imam Reza (A.S.), have hitherto remained unexamined
and unanalyzed. Furthermore, no comparative study juxtaposing the themes and
rhetorical figures of these English poems with their Arabic counterparts has been
undertaken. The present study is an endeavor to fill this scholarly gap and seeks to
answer the central question of what commonalities and differences exist between
the two poetic traditions of Arabic and English in praising Imam Reza (A.S.) from
thematic and rhetorical perspectives, and what cultural and literary logic governs
these differences.

2. Research Objectives

The primary objective of this research is a comparative analysis of the themes and
literary figures employed in contemporary Razavi panegyrics in both Arabic and
English. This comparison aims to determine how each of these two poetic traditions
has represented the personality, virtues, and oppression of Imam Reza(A.S.), what
rhetorical techniques they have utilized to convey religious concepts, and ultimately,
what factors (such as target audience, literary tradition, and cognitive resources)
have given rise to the observed differences in these two poetic discourses.

3. Methodology

This research was conducted using a qualitative approach and a library-based
method. Its statistical population comprises all Arabic and English poems composed
in praise of Imam Reza(A.S.). The statistical sample was selected through
purposive sampling from compositions of the last two decades. Accordingly, the
poems of seven Arab poets (al-Hilal1, al-Jishi, al-Fatlaw1, al-Qatifi, al-Fartiis1, and
al-Isfahant) and three English-language poets (Elias Anderson Jr., Alina Zidi, and
Hassan Najafi) were selected for analysis. The theoretical framework of the research
rests on two pillars: in the thematic section, the method of “thematic analysis” in
six systematic phases (familiarization with data, initial coding, theme formation,
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review, final definition and naming, and report compilation) was employed
to identify and organize semantic patterns. In the rhetorical section, verbal and
semantic figures of speech were identified and comparatively analyzed based on
the classical taxonomy of rhetoric.

4. Findings

The comparative analysis of the findings revealed a twofold pattern of convergence
and divergence between the two poetic traditions. Thematically, the two traditions
share common ground in three areas: first, the consolidation of the sacred identity
and prophetic lineage of the Imam (A.S.) through light metaphors; second, the
narration of his oppression and the critique of al-Ma'miin’s political agency;
and third, the representation of the sensory-emotional experience of the pilgrim,
encompassing the ardent desire for pilgrimage and the perception of the fragrance
and luminosity of the shrine. However, a fundamental divergence is observed in
the representation of the Imam’s (A.S.) moral and scholarly virtues. Arabic poetry,
drawing upon rich narrative sources (such as ‘Uylin Akhbar al-Reza), provides
objective and documented details of the Imam’s individual and social conduct, such
as his manner of sitting, his recitation of the Quran with weeping, and his concealed
care for the needy.

In contrast, English poetry is virtually silent on this matter, expressing the
Imam’s virtues in an abstract form, such as “the standard of humanity.” Another
important difference lies in the concept of intercession (shafa‘ah): in Arabic
poetry, intercession remains confined to an individual and otherworldly framework
(“personal supplication for salvation”), whereas English poetry expands it to a
“comprehensive moral guarantee for all creatures” (including animals). Rhetorically,
both traditions rely on semantic figures of speech (metaphor, simile, allusion), yet
notable qualitative differences exist. Arabic poetry limits allusion primarily to the
Quran and Hadith, whereas English poetry, through allusions to sacred figures
of the Abrahamic religions (such as Joseph and Christ (A.S.)) and more popular
narratives (such as the guarantee of the deer), engages in cultural mediation with
a global audience. Furthermore, English poetry remarkably employs techniques of
modern literature such as paradox (presenting al-Ma miin as “dead while alive”)
and synaesthesia (describing the fragrance of Mashhad as “a light burden and a
great keeper”), which are rare in classical Arabic rhetoric.



Imam Reza (A.S.) and Contemporary Sciences / Volume 4, Spring 2026, NUMberTl «ueueveenenessenenssaenenennens

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

The research concludes that Arabic and English poetry offer two complementary
narratives of the personality of Imam Reza(A.S.). Arabic poetry, drawing upon
the narrative treasury and the tradition of the classical ode (qasidah), delineates a
historical, documented, and detailed image of the Imam (A.S.) for a Shi’i audience
familiar with this tradition. In contrast, English poetry, influenced by modern poetry
and aiming to communicate with a global and heterogeneous audience, adopts
a more abstract and universal language. These divergences are rooted in three
interwoven factors: the “target audience,” “literary tradition,” and the “cognitive
resources” of the poets.

The entry of the English language into the tradition of Razavi panegyric composition
has brought about a shift in expressive logic and an expansion of the conceptual
scope, demonstrating the high capacity of this discourse to adapt to different
cultural contexts. Due to its exclusive focus on English panegyrics, this study faces
limitations regarding the generalizability of its findings to other Western languages.
For future research, replicating this study on panegyrics in other languages and
over longer time spans is recommended so that the historical evolution of these
themes and the extent of the globalization of Razavi ritual poetry may be better
illuminated.

Keywords: Razavi Panegyrics, Contemporary Arabic Poetry, Contemporary
English Poetry, Comparative Analysis, Rhetorical Figures, Religious Themes.
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Grand child of the prophet of peace

A great source of light, the sign of God
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Thinking of safety to travel anywhere
Smelling the fragrance of Mashhad Everywhere
Easy to carry and it is a protector
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Your shrine is the place that people’s heart pump for visiting it
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While the voices of humans go loud to praise you
...Is the time that eyes stat to move

...Your eyelid will start to get weak
Tears...will cover your face...there is no one as a geek
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The teachings of Imam Reza (A.S.) place special emphasis on planning
as a condition for the perfection of faith and a safeguard against error.
Despite this wealth of narrative heritage, a theoretical gap remains in the
systematic connection between the “science of strategic management” and
the “managerial conduct (Sirah) of Imam Rida.” Aiming to fill this gap, the
present study addresses the question of how a conceptual model for strategic
planning and control can be designed based on Imam Reza’s teachings. This
descriptive-analytical study was conducted using a documentary method.
Three pivotal traditions from Imam Reza (A.S.)-"He who seeks a matter from
its proper avenue” (man talaba al-amr min wajhihi), “Excellence in estimating
one’s livelihood” (husn al-taqdir fT al-ma‘Tshah), and “The division of one’s
time into four parts”-were analyzed through a directed qualitative content
analysis approach and juxtaposed with the global literature on strategic
control. The result of this longitudinal study is a conceptual model comprising
three primary variables-"formulation, implementation, and evaluation”-and
ten secondary variables (including self-control and accountability). The
model’s novelty lies in the integration of the technical principles of strategic
control with the value-based foundations derived from Imam Reza’s teachings.
The application of this model guides organizations toward the realization of
strategies through an ethics-centered approach.
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1. Introduction

Planning, as the primary and most fundamental function of management, constitutes
the foundation of all levels of individual and organizational life. Despite
the significant development of the knowledge of strategic planning and control in
contemporary management literature and the formulation of numerous models to
guide organizations toward success, a deep chasm is evident between these technical
advancements and their value-based and ethical foundations. The global literature
on strategic control has predominantly focused on technical and competitive
dimensions and is incapable of addressing fundamental questions concerning
the value-based, ethical, and human foundations of these systems. This is while
within Islamic sources, particularly in the teachings of Imam Reza (A.S.), there
exists an immense treasury of strategic teachings capable of filling this theoretical
void. Three pivotal traditions from his eminence form the basis of this research:
the narration “He who seeks a matter from its proper avenue” (man talaba al-amr
min wajhihi), which emphasizes purposeful and methodical action and the exis-
tence of an error-compensation mechanism; the narration “Excellence in estimating
one’s livelihood” (husn al-taqdir 1 al-ma ‘Tshah), which places planning among the
conditions for the perfection of faith; and the narration of dividing one’s time into
four parts, which presents a comprehensive model for the strategic management
of time. Despite the conceptual richness of these teachings, no systematic study
analyzing these narrations within the theoretical framework and operational models
of strategic planning and control is available. Aiming to fill this gap, the present
study seeks to design a conceptual model for strategic planning and control based
on Razavi teachings.

2. Research Objectives

Aiming to fill the theoretical gap between the science of strategic management and
the managerial conduct (Strah) of Imam Reza(A.S.), the present study pursues three
fundamental questions: first, how can the concepts of strategic planning and control
be redefined and explicated based on the teachings of Imam Reza(A.S.)? Second,
what variables constitute the conceptual model of strategic control grounded in
the Razavi Sirah, and what are the relationships among them? And third, what
fundamental distinctions does this model exhibit compared to prevalent models in
strategic management literature? At a broader level, this study seeks to demonstrate
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how the epistemic and value-based capacities embedded in Islamic narrations
can be utilized to enrich the knowledge of strategic planning and control and to
build a bridge between “the science of strategic planning” and “the managerial
Sirah of Imam Reza(A.S.).” This bridging link can assist the country’s executive
organizations in realizing their strategies through an ethics-centered approach
grounded in Islamic values.

3. Methodology

Thisresearchis fundamental-applied interms ofits purpose and descriptive-analytical
of a documentary nature in terms of its essence and method of data collection.
The research approach is qualitative and based on directed content analysis. This
study is the result of longitudinal research spanning the period from 2012 to 2020,
which led to the design of a strategic control model. The examined sample consists
of authentic texts that were purposefully selected and include two categories: a)
key documents and research in the domain of strategic management and control,
including Persian and Latin scholarly books and articles by theorists such as
Fayol, Schreyogg, Lorange, and up-to-date research such as Oviedo et al. (2017)
and Board et al. (2022); b) original narrative and hadith sources, focusing on the
traditions of Imam Reza(A.S.) contained in authoritative sources such as Bihar
al-Anwar and ‘Uytin Akhbar al-Reza(A.S.). Data analysis was conducted using the
directed qualitative content analysis method. Thus, initially, based on the theoretical
foundations of strategic management, principal categories including the dimensions
of planning and control were identified. Subsequently, the Razavi teachings related
to these categories were extracted and analyzed with a comparative-analytical
approach to explicate how these concepts are completed and elevated within the
Razavi Strah and to yield the conceptual model of the research. The method of
conceptual modeling in the humanities was employed as the basis for the model
design, which defines a model as the representation of the interrelationships among
simplified components of reality

4. Findings

The outcome of this longitudinal study is a conceptual model comprising three
primary variables-"formulation, implementation, and evaluation”-and ten
secondary variables. This model redefines the concepts of planning, strategic
planning, and strategic control at the intersection of strategic management literature
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and Razavi teachings. In the formulation stage resides the variable of “setting
strategic objectives.” In the implementation stage, six variables are organized:
“task assignment,” “accountability,” “budgeting,” “self-control (responsibility),”
“employee competence,” and “client-orientation (honoring clients).” In the
evaluation stage, three variables are embedded: “feedback mechanism,” “tracking,”
and “corrective action.” The distinguishing feature and principal innovation of this

9% ¢ 9% ¢¢
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model is the presence of variables such as “self-control” and “honoring clients,”
which are directly inspired by the value-based foundations of Islam and the Razavi
Strah and are absent in conventional strategic control models.

The comparative analysis revealed that in the intellectual system of Imam
Reza(A.S.), planning and control are regarded as “a dimension of the perfection
of faith” and a sign of “human intellectual maturity.” The hadith “Excellence in
estimating one’s livelihood” places strategic planning in livelihood on par with
“understanding religion” (tafaqquh fi al-din) and elevates it from a worldly skill to
a faith-based virtue. The four-part model of time management in the Imam’s words
(worship, livelihood, association with critical elites, and lawful pleasure) presents
a “sustainable equilibrium model” wherein the fourth part functions as the driving
engine and enhancer of the other three parts-a mechanism adaptable to the concept
of “feedback and corrective action” in modern strategic control models.
Furthermore, the hadith “He who seeks a matter from its proper avenue” emphasizes
purposeful action from the correct path, which has a substantive consonance with
the logic of “strategy formulation” and “ensuring its proper pursuit” in strategic
control. In the dimension of control, the Razavi Sirah, with the narration “When
the Messenger of God (PBUH) dispatched an army and suspected a commander,
he would send along with him someone from among his trusted ones to gather
intelligence on his conduct,” delineates concealed strategic control based on trust
and expertise, wherein the “moral competence” and “professional qualification” of
the controller are interwoven.

5. Conclusion and Recommendations

The present study demonstrated that a deep chasm exists between the philosophical
and value-based foundations of the global strategic control literature and Islamic
teachings. The global literature defines strategic control primarily as a technical
tool for ensuring the achievement of objectives and gaining competitive advantage,
whereas in the Razavi Sirah, these concepts are interwoven with faith, rationality,
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and ethics. The conceptual model presented, with its ten variables, represents an
attempt to fill this theoretical and operational gap and to operationalize Razavi
teachings within the context of modern organizations. The model’s novelty lies in
the integration of the technical principles of strategic control with the value-based
foundations derived from Imam Reza’s teachings-an integration manifested in
variables such as “self-control” and “honoring clients.

At the practical level, the research findings recommend that the country’s executive
organizations: first, in the strategy formulation stage, design contingency scenarios
in addition to primary strategies for confronting environmental changes to enhance
the flexibility of strategic control. Second, in the implementation stage, replace
purely policing and traditional inspection approaches with control mechanisms based
on “self-control” and “trust”-inspired by the Sirah of the Holy Prophet (PBUH)
in appointing specialized and committed agents, as narrated by Imam Reza(A.S.).
Third, design a dynamic and continuous evaluation system capable of receiving
environmental feedback and enabling timely corrective actions. The application
of this model guides organizations toward the realization of strategies through an
ethics-centered approach. Future research may empirically test this model in various
organizations and assess the degree of influence of value-based variables on the
effectiveness of strategic control. Furthermore, extending the scope of the study to
other teachings of the Infallible Imams (A.S.) in the domain of strategic management
can contribute to the further enrichment of this model.

Keywords: Managerial Conduct (Sirah) of Imam Reza(A.S.), Strategic Planning,
Strategic Control, Conceptual Model, Self-Control, Razavi Model.
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